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as he took over the last fastness of the kingdom of the
Sea-land. Already about 1710 B. c. his uncle Ulam-
buriash had overthrown the kingdom, which had
been the last piece of land held by the Sumerians. They
had been broken and thrown down from power by
the Semites and yet they had gone on sticking to insig-
nificant principalities and during their last phase of
existence they had even carved out a coastal kingdom.
This kingdom, despite the numerous thrusts and parries,,
had held on and the Babylonian kings had to abandon
their hope to conquer them. The Kassites, who took
Babylon, could not reduce this kingdom and for three
centuries since their coming to the crest in Babylo-
nian affairs, the Sumerians defied them successfully.
Now- the kingdom disappeared from the face of earth
and with it the last vestiges of that non-Semitic civi"
lization which had taught the whole of Western Asia
all it was worth. Nothing remained except their
script. Their gods were appropriated by the neigh-
bours and their language vanished, and ultimately
they themselves as a nation.
The Kassites were Aryan barbarians who cared
little for the fine arts. We have few monuments
ascribed to them. Temple-building and like activi-
ties were completely at a standstill during their regime.
Literature received no stimulus and there is positive
paucity of records. Scribes were in no demand and
arts were neglected. It was a dull period devoid of
activities, of war or peace. There were Indo-European
elements in their language and their names were
Aryan. Their chief god was Suryash, Indian Surya,
another was Maruttash, Vedic Marut, and their word
for godwasteg&si, Slav bogu, and Vedic bhaga. The Indo* ,
Aryans were perhaps already settled in India, the Medes
and Persians held the Armenian heights and the eastern
uplands, the Hittites were holding sway over Asia
Minor, and had now conquered,, Babylonia.
It was about this time that another pbwetful Aryan
tribe   (perhaps belonging to the stock similar to  the